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part, in order to keep alive the adventure and interest of
life, and the movement toward perpetually new and better
things. There can be no final goal for human institutions;
the best are those that most encourage progress toward
others still better. Without effort and change, human life
cannot remain good. It is not a finished Utopia that we
ought to desire, but a world where imagination and hope
are alive and active.
It is a sad evidence of the weariness mankind has
suffered from excessive toil that his heavens have usually
been places where nothing ever happened or changed.
Fatigue produces the illusion that only rest is needed for
happiness; but when men have rested for a time boredom
drives them to renewed activity. For this reason, a happy
life must be one in which there is activity. If it is also to be
a useful life, the activity ought to be as far as possible
creative, not merely predatory or defensive. But creative
activity requires imagination and originality, which are apt
to be subversive of the status quo. At present, those who
have power dread a disturbance of the status quo, lest their
unjust privileges should be taken away. In combination
with the instinct for conventionality,1 which man shares
with the other gregarious animals, those who profit by the
existing order have established a system which punishes
originality and starves imagination from the moment of
first going to school down to the time of death and burial.
The whole spirit in which education is conducted needs
to be changed, in order that children may be encouraged
to think and feel for themselves, not to acquiesce passively
in the thoughts and feelings of others. It is not rewards
1 In England this is called 'a sense of humour*.